
 

  

2022 EHS VOTING INFORMATION PACKAGE 
 

Audited Financial Statements 

December 31, 2021 can be reviewed online at edmontonhumanesociety.com/agm. 

 

Appointment of Auditor 

The Board recommends that Kingston Ross Pasnak LLP be appointed as auditors until the 

next Annual General Meeting. 

 

Election of Directors 

The Board proposes the following eight nominees, set out below, as Directors for a term 

of two years ending at the close of the annual meeting in 2024: 

 

1. Onita Blankenfeldt 

2. Barbara Bruce 

3. Jennifer Fisk 

4. Darren Lunt 

5. Patricia Misutka 

6. Amanda Pechousek 

7. Allison Radford 

8. Dale Wispinski 

 

All nominees are EHS members in good standing and meet the Bylaw requirements for 

seeking election. They have been proposed based on their qualifications, skills, 

experience, and personal attributes in addition to other factors such as the potential of 

each candidate to meet the needs of the EHS and the extent to which they may contribute 

to the overall effectiveness of the Board. Their biographies are included in this 

information package as Appendix A. 

 

Voting Other than in Person 

Eligible members may vote by proxy if unable to attend and/or unable to vote online at 

the virtual Annual General Meeting. We encourage you to exercise your right to vote, 

no matter how you choose to do so. If you would prefer to vote by proxy, please sign 

and return the form of proxy by mail, fax or email no later than 5:00 p.m. on May 

11, 2022 to: 

https://edmontonhumanesociety.com/agm/


 

 

   

 

Edmonton Humane Society 

Attention: Executive Associate 

13620 163 Street NW 

Edmonton, Alberta T5V 0B2 

 

Fax: (780) 479-8946 

Email: board@edmontonhumanesociety.com 

 

Please Note: If you are mailing your proxy ballot, we recommend you mail the proxy by 

Wednesday, May 4, 2022 to ensure it will be received by the deadline, due to the 

current post office delays.  

 

  



 

  

Appendix A: Board Member Biographies 
 

Onita Blankenfeldt 
Joined EHS Board: May 2020 
Co-Chair, External Relations Committee 
Member, Governance and HR Committee 
 

Onita joined the board after being drawn by the meaningful local impact 
that EHS has in the Edmonton region for both people and pets. She seeks to 
leverage her skills and network of connections to assist EHS to achieve its 
mission with her experience as a seasoned business development executive 
and a previous member of the Goodwill Board of Directors. 

 

Onita holds an MBA and is currently an instructor 
where she continues to pursue her passion for supporting the knowledge and growth of others. 

 

Onita loves spending time with her two Terrier crosses, Fresno (an EHS alumni originally part of 
the California Cuties initiative) and Archie. Onita also enjoys rejuvenating old spaces, and on 
sunny days she can be found bird watching or playing golf. 

 

 

Barbara Bruce  
Joined EHS Board: May 2022 (new nominee) 

 
interest in animals started early with a part-time job in high 

practical issues relating to animal health and welfare. As a young woman, she 
was privileged to work at both the Valley Zoo and the Calgary Zoo where she 
was educated on the importance of ethical animal husbandry, public education 
programs and the power of community engagement. 

 
Although her career ultimately took her away from the animal welfare world, she has always 
maintained a passion for animals. As a long-serving Executive Director for a professional 
regulatory body, and a newcomer to the EHS, Barbara is looking forward to contributing her 
knowledge of governance and strategic planning to her work on the EHS board. 
 
These days Barbara and her husband fuss endlessly over their two boisterous French Bulldogs, 
Nikki and Odo. When time allows, Barbara enjoys the outdoors, reading, boating, and 
gardening. 



 

 

   

 

Jennifer Fisk 
Joined EHS Board: May 2018 
Chair, Board of Directors 

 

Having always held a love for both companion and wild animals, Jennifer 
joined EHS as an opportunity to combine this passion with her past board 

nonprofit board directorship as well as a background in communications 
and marketing, Jennifer is committed to working with fellow board members 
to advance the organization as the Board Chair. 

 

Gathering information to make informed decisions and not afraid to ask hard questions, Jennifer 
leverages her knowledge and skills from experience with her own communications firm to bring a 
valuable perspective to the table. 

 

In her free time, Jennifer enjoys spending time with her partner on Brisco Mountain, BC, hiking 
with their chocolate Labrador, Tucker and learning more about the wild animals around them 
such as bears, elk, cougars, and more. 

 

 

Darren Lunt 
Joined EHS Board: May 2022 (new nominee) 

 
Becoming a member of the EHS Board brings Darren full circle to where his 

manager.  The six and a half years working at the Shelter offered many 
rewarding experiences. A personal highlight for Darren was launching the 
inaugural Pets in Park event that continues to this day.  

 
-profit sector where his fundraising skills 

evolved into senior manager responsibilities with both the Royal Tyrrell Museum and Pilgrims 
Hospice Society.  A switch over to the corporate sector in the mid-2000s eventually led to his 
current role of President at Weldco Companies, a large heavy steel fabricator with locations 
across Canada. 
 
Darren is originally from Edmonton where his two adult children currently pursue their post-
secondary degrees.  Free time is spent with his wife and their Bernedoodle Cleo out at their 

animal welfare and his desire to become involved with the EHS. 
 



 

 

   

 

Patricia Misutka 
Joined EHS Board: May 2020 
Co-Chair, External Relations Committee 
Member, Finance and Audit Committee 

 

the most vulnerable motivated her to get involved with EHS. Seeing the 
potential to su
interested in opportunities to reach new communities with the mobile 
spay/neuter clinic. 

 
As Chief Operating Officer for Imperial Equities, Patricia brings a wealth of governance and 
business capacity to her role with the EHS Board of Directors. Her experience as a strategist, 
former Principal Secretary to a Premier, and Chief of Staff to a former Mayor of Edmonton are a 
testament to her abilities to build strong relationships and connections within multiple 
communities and organizations. During her time as the Executive Director for the Glenrose 
Hospital Foundation, Patricia further expanded her knowledge with fundraising and supporting 
volunteer boards. 
 
Patricia has always adored animals and currently spends time with Winston, a three-year old Jack 
Russell Terrier, being outdoors and learning to play flyball. 
 
 

Amanda Pechousek 
Joined EHS Board: May 2018 
Member, Finance and Audit Committee 

 

shelter 
but their dedication to improve the relationships between companion animals 
and the community, she proudly joined the Board of Directors. 

 
Participating and helping advise on several other boards since 2014 along with her experience as 
a Chartered Accountant and Certified Fraud Examiner, Amanda brings a unique perspective on 
risk mitigation. With specializations in forensic investigations, fraud awareness training, anti-
fraud/anti-corruption programs and controls, and litigation/dispute services, she desires to help 
position the organization as the new standard for animal welfare and build upon its great 
reputation. 
 

Currently, the proud pet guardian of two rambunctious Maine Coon cats, Gir and Mini Moose, 
she enjoys spending spare time drawing, kayaking, and on camping trips with her husband and 

 their two young sons. 

 



 

 

   

 

Allison Radford 
Joined EHS Board: May 2020 
Chair, Governance and HR Committee 

 
Several years ago, when Allison brought her youngest puppy to EHS for 
training, she discovered an opportunity to unite with an organization that 
shared her passion for animal advocacy and desire to help. Bringing her 
perspective from corporate governance, finance, and operations 
experience, Allison also has experience from sitting on past audit 
committees for other boards she has served.  

 
With an accounting background and extensive operational experience, her ability to analyze 
items from both perspectives serve her well in contributing to EHS Board decisions.  
 
Outside of work hours, Allison spends her time reading or outdoors with her family including 
three wonderful Labradors, Zoe, Ansley, and Nacho. 

 
 

Dale Wispinski 
Joined EHS Board: May 2020 
Secretary, Board of Directors 
Member, Finance and Audit Committee 

 
Dale was drawn to join the EHS Board because of their commitment to 
enriching the lives of people and companion animals, as well as its 
longstanding contributions to the community. With an education in 
communications and law, Dale is passionate about helping others and 
currently holds the position as the CEO and Chief Appeals Commissioner 

with the Appeals Commission for Al  
 
Her extensive legal background is a valuable addition to the EHS Board as is her commitment to 
supporting the organization in achieving its vision, mission, and strategic goals while playing a 
part in sharing the exceptional work that the EHS does. 
 
Dale grew up with family dogs and has had a soft spot for animals since. When enjoying leisure 
time, she can be found on long nature walks  exploring the mountains with Stephen, her 
Australian Labradoodle. 


