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Animals in Entertainment, Recreation or 
Competition  

Position Statement  

POSITION:  

The Edmonton Humane Society (EHS) opposes  the use of animals in entertainment, recreation or 

competition  where they experience or are likely to experience  injury, pain, fear, distress, suffering  

or death, or where  their physical or behavioural needs cannot be adequately met . 

 

SUMMARY : 

• Animals  are used in a wide range of entertainment, recreation and competition  
activities, which may present  varying levels of risk  to animal  welfare.  

• Animal welfare  must be prioritized throughout an animal’s life and should not 
compromise their physical health, behavioural needs or psychological well -being for 
entertainment, performance, competition, or financial gain.  

• EHS supports humane, ethical and evidence -based practices , oversight and welfare 
standards  that protect animal s and prevent unnecessary pain, fear, distress, injury and 
suffering.  

 

RATIONALE : 

• Examples of  animals being used in entertainment, recreation and competition include  
but are not limited to : animals used in  conformation shows, racing , animal 
performances , and other organized activities involving public exhibition or competition.  

• Risks to animal welfare exist before, during and after their use in in these activities. 
These r isks include , but are not limited to:  

o physical exertion , injury and death;  
o fear, distress or chronic stress;  
o overbreeding  or irresponsible breeding practices;  
o disease transmission between animals ; 
o poor transport practices ; 
o prolong ed, repetitive or intensive  activity; 
o inadequate socialization , enrichment  or rest;  
o poor housing conditions ; and  
o inhumane training  or handling methods .  

• Animal health and welfare should be monitored throughout an animal’s life , including 
breeding,  housing,  transport, training, during their use in entertainment, recreation or 
competition , and retirement or rehoming.  
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• Animals should receive appropriate veterinary care  and oversight  from a qualified 
veterinary professional  when participating in these activities.  

• Animals should be appropriately suited for the intended activity , and consideration 
should be given to their  lifelong care , including retirement or re homing . 

• Factors such as age, health, temperament, physical conformation and expected 
duration or intensity of participation should be considered when determining an 
animal ’s suitability for an activity.  

• Animals should be acquired from ethical and responsible sources  that prioritize animal 
welfare. 

• The training, handling and transport of animals must be humane.  

• Live bait must not be used in entertainment, recreation or competition.  

• Animals should be provided with adequate rest, recovery time and opportunities to 
engage in species -appropriate behaviours . 

• Animals no longer used in entertainment, recreation or competition should be 
responsibly retired or rehomed in a manner that prioritizes their welfare and does not 
place unnecessary strain on animal welfare organizations.   

• EHS does not support activities that force animals to perform behaviours or participate 
in conditions inconsistent with their species -specific physical or  behaviour al needs . 

• EHS encourages individuals to consider whether animals are ethically sourced and 
whether animal welfare is prioritized before  attending or participating in events 
involving animals.  

• EHS supports the development and implementation of evidence -based animal welfare 
standards and oversight for animals used in entertainment, recreation and competition.  
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