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Medically Unnecessary Procedures 

Position Statement  

POSITION:  

The Edmonton Humane Society (EHS)  does not support medically unnecessary procedures 

performed on  animals for cosmetic or non -therapeutic reasons.  

  

SUMMARY : 

• Cosmetic and non -therapeutic procedures  are  medically  unnecessary and do not 
improve an animal’s  health or welfare.  

• These procedures have risks that can  negatively affect welfare , such as  causing  pain, 
surgical complications,  or interfering with an animal’s natural body language and 
ability to communicate . 

• In Alberta, the Alberta Veterinary Medical Association (ABVMA) prohibits its members 
from performing a range of procedures it has deemed  medically unnecessary . 

 

RATIONALE : 

• Cosmetic and non -therapeutic procedures  may  include , but are not limited to , ear 
cropping, tail docking, removing or reducing healthy teeth, devocalization and 
declawing.  

• Cosmetic and non -therapeutic procedures are often used to alter an animal’s 
appearance, for perceived  functional  benefits,  or to suppress  natural behaviours such 
as barking and scratching.  

• Because these procedures  do not improve an animal’s  health or welfare, exposing 
animals to the  associated risks cannot be justified. 

• Medically unnecessary procedures  can result in  acute and chronic pain , surgical 
complications, and prolonged recovery.  

• Altering an animal’s natural physical features may interfere with their normal  body 
language  and, therefore, their ability to communica te with people and other  animals . 

• Procedures intended to reduce or eliminate natural  behaviour s do not address the 
underlying  cause of the behaviour or provide appropriate alternatives  that support 
animal welfare . 

• Procedures such as tail docking and ear cropping are often  performed on young 
animals by individuals who are not veterinarians , without appropriate  pain 
management or anesthesia , further increasing the risk of pain and suffering.  

• Spaying and neutering, permanent identification for reunification purposes, and ear 
tipping associated with trap -neuter-return are exempt from this position because of their 
recognized health, welfare and community animal management benefits. 

• Medically unnecessary  procedures are  widely opposed by  animal welfare organizations 
and veterinary associations  and  are prohibited by law in some jurisdictions.  
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• In Alberta , the Alberta Veterinary Medical Association (ABVMA) has prohibited 
veterinarians  from performing a range of medically unnecessary  procedures  since 
2019. This includes :  

o ear cropping ; 
o tail docking, nicking, and blocking ; 
o partial digit amputation ( declawing or onychectomy) ; 
o tendonectomy ; 
o front dewclaw removal ; 
o cosmetic dentistry; 
o body piercing ; 
o tattooing that is not for the purpose of registration and identification; and  
o devocalization . 

• EHS encourages pet guardians to prevent unwanted behaviours through  enrichment, 
management, training and consultation with a veterinarian rather than medically 
unnecessary procedures . 

• EHS encourages breed associations and kennel clubs to revise breed standards  to 
promote  natural conformations  and eliminate  medically unnecessary procedures . 
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